
oFv{E LLIAN SOCTETY - NOT YET, BUT?

1. The shal low reading: auth:r i tar ian-society

'v i  any au;t i ror 's have been rnone quotec'  in the c:our-se

of wor.LC histony, t l - ian - leor-ce f rwel l :  the authors l :ehi  nc the ;na jor

ref  i l ious scr- iptures,  lv1 ar-x,  lv iao Zq:onJ to ment ion some, -3ut a v is i -

tor  f  r -o. .n Mars obsenv inq us terr-estr-  ians tocay woulc i  conc iude that

Orwef I  is  the t  #yo"J,SLno. and 1gg4 the yean of  reckoning in wor ld

Lr isr-rnry,  the year we al l  took stock to see where we gtand relat ive

to OnwelI 's  v is ion.  The wor ' l -d has used Crwel l  inspi te of  h is deeply

unpleasant message the same way we use an incorne tax return:  to l= ind

out whethen we are in the black or in t f re r-ed, to take stock,

Slack and red, those are the colors of  author- i tanian/total i tar ian

capi ta l ism and social ism. 3o, where are we on the way to total i -

tar ianism? Was Orwel l  r ight? Oid ne get the year-  r ig l ' r t? Or -  are

basical-  l -v ananch ist
f .heqe i r  rqt  the we i  nrJ qrrccr.r lat ions of  en - j j  I  ;  ^--  - '  '+L-^ .  r - i  i  qanno i  ntec'cr u=E Jq-u 

ur rc vYEIr  u 

- lJEUUtauIUr 

r-  ar  I  e l  I  I  I  r {Aoqcl  lu l  t  uf  =qFrPU!l  luc

with I  iFe in gener-a1 and lommunism and women in par- t icular?

Cer-tainly not.  OrwelI  was a genius,  wi th an almost

incredible intui t ion Fo'  th is lat ter  halF of  the twent ieth centunv.

But to see tr-r  is  Orwel- l  has to be nead with some car-e t ,o understanC

Fr i  e +Fronn'  nF advanced total i tar ian society,  f  or  h is j .s an €d34ang9d

fFronnrr  nF r-n+3] i tar ian Society,  not  a r-Unning commentary CJ[a lat ter--

d-y Stal in ism, inspined by the apocalypt ic events accompanying the

downfal l  oF Hit ler ism. Or-we-l l -  saw deeper.

Of course, t l rene ar-e those, many, who content them-

selves wi th a reaoing oF Orwel l  at  the suFer- f ic ia l  level ,  the level  we

11p16i,gp<e6d. The level  of  Bio tsrother watches vou .  wi th te levis ion

scr-eerts oiercinnl :he qhielr- lq oF nnivacv anci  enormous amounts of  infor-

mat ion on the member-s of  th is ni . rhtmanish soc iety,  what they do, say

and seem to th ink.  Computers in the back- l r -ound, or on the honizon!

Spies,  inf  ormants everywher-e -  everybody spying and report in. t  on

evenybody. And as the ul t imate punishment:  Floom 1D1 down there in

trmini lovetr ,  in the Min istry of  Love where they can produce custom-

tai lored torture,  del iver ing the worst  pain any deviant can imagine.

f
*r



t tDo i t  to Jul ia,  not  to me!tn cr ies wington, the i rnt i_her_o in a

t tsocietyrr  whene nobody any longen can become a her-o,  l  ienal ly f  aced

with starving, blood-thirsty rats,  a iming at  h is eyes, his ton. jue.

3o he betrays his secret  love as she betr-avs him and Winston ends

up whene the system wants him. He learns to l -ove Big Brother.

A11 of  th is we know. Oun centurv has witnessed both

Hit ler  and Stal in in the noles of  Big Brother- ,  pol ice sunvei l lance,

spies and inf ,or-mens, Nazi  Kzs and Gulag. An incredible,  insane

amount of  pnofessional izec human sadism, We wrap i t  up in a word,

rr tor tune' ]  th is syatemH-ic mut i fat ion oF body, mind and spir i t  oF

those suspected of  subversion of  social  systems that ser-ve the inter-

ests oF only sorne very Few at the top. orwel l  got  that  r - ight .  He

even under-stood a par- t iculan featune of  the 198Os: evaporat ion,

people who simpl-y disappear because they wer-e,  are on could be dan-

genous to the system, leavin3 no tr-ace behind t i l1 the regime changes

and tombs are Found and bodies are exhumed" Jnwe. l - I  predicted the
Americas,  best ia l i ty  in the 9outh,  oFten in the intenest oF the North.

And yet we f  eel  :  th is is not US ,  not  her-e,  not  now.

The act ion of  the book takes place in a part  of  t l re wor- ld cal led

l- lno=ni  = h-eeibly Western Eunope with North Amenica I  more pant iculan-

J-y in Ainstr ip ' l  -  OrwelI  's  incnedibly presc ierr t  r .ame f ,or  England
the unsinkable hangarship of  a i rbases, in l9 i l4 also Cruise missi les -

=nel  m-er h-r ' { - icul_arIy in London. London, Iovely London, the capi ta l

oF democracy, par l iament,  the theatr-e wor1d, ser ious!  decadent.  f r i -
Samuel ' - johrrson and

vorous, gr6,edy -  the London ofrDickens, the London of  Marx,  of  the
t \

Seatres,  wi th Manhattan ambit ions -  whatever one 1ikes.  But not

Onwel- l .  Scot land Yand and FBI,  MI and CIA not to ment ion the Nat iona

Secuni ty Aqency know much. But there is st i l - f  much pnivacy dr-our-1sl  ,

probably mcrre than in most v i l lage societ ies;  and thene is also mor-e

ac,t ion,  speech and thoucht around, dgain more than in most v i l lages.

So, Dnwel l  was wnong, then? Not at  a1 I ,  th is is Orwel l -

r -ead supenf ic ia l ly .  His undenstanding oF totaf i tanian society l - ies

at a much deeper level ,  For Orwef l -  is  not content wi th a descr ipt ion
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of tenr-or and tor- tur-e and repression. OnwelI  is  not banale.  However

f r iqhteninq his descr ipt ion of  ter-r-or fnom above we never- theless

feel  that  th is Power has i ts l imi ts.  Big Brother has televis ion

I  :  r - -sureetr : j  . r - lKe any department store today. : fo did the Shah of  I ran.

He had something l ike ?7 TV camenes placed at  key points in Tehran

to watch the mood of  the people -  the problem of al l  autarchs. Buu

the people knew where the camenas were and at  one point  in the strug-

- l6 
r- ,  'nn+ ^hrtos of  the shah in fnont of  most of  thern Tr- : { -  - ;aFr+u*" e F,r  ru!u- u,  rc 

-r  
rqr  r  ar  I  |  |  utrL ut  I I | { .J=)L ut  ETle[ I l  .  InaL 51gnE,

wel l -  te l -evised on most of  h is consoles,  must have been less than edi-

F., ;  
-^ -- , {,  yr , ,g,  drru =cr 'V€5 to i I l -ustrate how an ingtr-ument of  power can be

turneci  the othen \ , r . 'ay.  fn a sense the movie WarGames is bui l t  over

+k^ *--re:  a l i t t le boy, wi th t f re help of  h is ginl  f r iend,Lr rg 
-Qi l rE 

ut  tEt l

bneaks into the war-  computen and unmasks the deadly game of adul t
thein MEnnersoieIe.

males.  ,  P""" Ie 
-r"  

r=sour-ceFuI ,  power- is not onlyr laone way street.,^

Somehow we tnust t i rat  th is wi l l  nepeat i tsel f  in the f  uture,  that

soonen or laten sani ty wi l l  prevai l ,  people power wi t l  overtur-n

authoni tar ian power,  whatever the mask worn by the author i ty.
Repression ,can be f  ought,  h istory is reversibf  e,  nor-maI society can
De nestoFec _
?. Tlre deeper reading: author i tar . ian sor iety made- ,Lrneyensible

And this is pnecisely where the deeper reading of  On-
we]I 's  book hi ts us,  in ihe deeper Ieve]s oF our pol i t ical  conscious-

ness because we know his message to be true. And his messace is

this:  There ar-e wavs oF making author i tar- ian societv i rnevensible,

suDerf ic ia l
by making i t  t ru ly total- i tar ian.  f : jo way back! And thi ; - f ; 'nd,-djds-

i

t ion of  whether al l  or  parts oF the economy are run by market or

planning For.ces,  or  hoth.  Orwel l 's  analysis of  how inrevensibi l i tv

can be bu'Lrt  into the system is t rury chir l ing,  making Hit ler  and

Stal in Iook l ike amateurs.

More precisely,  he points to four methods, and the

First  of  ;helm has, strangef y enough, been missed by most commenta-

tors en orwe]1.  what is the structune oF onwerr 's societv?

nr

I t  is  a three

f .he nnn I  at=n i  =+ l - r r r

society.  At  the bottom ar-e the

th e rna j  oni  ty .  They l_ ead thein

t ier

F-Fnnlee
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l i t t l -e l - ives,  control led by scarci ty and nat ioning, and by pol ice

methods, of  course. They ar-e londed over 5y the second layer,  the

Par-ty,  and ar 'e to the Party much l - ike the catt le to the Far-mer,  dr

anonymous mass, hended, total ly dependent on the master For Food

and shel  ter  ,  ser-" ,  ing the master i :y y ie ld ing wonk or-  f  ood and other--

wise pret ty much lef  t  to their  own devices.  t tTI-re proles are the

nnl . ,  Fnnorr---onding to Winston, they are st i l - I  human. Maybe. But

t l - rey are so hopelessly dependent,  so Powenless!

The Panty members are not.  They ar-e the el i te,  but

th ey ar-e ,  in turn ,  to ta 1ly control  l -ed by the I  nner Party ,  hated

-nr l  
F o-rar1 

-obody knows who they ar-e,  presumably B ig tsno ther is

at  their  very center- .  The Panty is l ike a monast ic orden: to symbo-

Lize their  total  devot ion to the system they r-enounce on sex, even

denounce i t .  Which, also l ike monast ic onder-s,  does not mean i ts

total  e l iminat ion.  Jul ia enjoys i t ,  mor-e than Winston, but onlv

with Far- ty members,  not  wi th pr-o]es -  they are too vulgar,  at  most

for instant sat isFact ion -  and nevet l  neven with the Inner Party.

This is Onwelf  's  society:  the Party control l ing the pnol-es mainly

by making them tGl ly dependent for basic needsl  the Innen Party
I t

- -^+h^r1;6- *he Party not only through dependency, but through the

most bnutal  Force and Fean oF i t ,  and thnough spir i tuaf  nepression.

And hene Method No. 1 is to dpnive the Party,  and im-

nl  i  n i  t l  v  f  Fre whole society,  oF History.  HiStor-y is necreated aI I  the

t ime; Winstcn has his I i t t le piece of  that  job.  History is newri t ten

so that the Present becomes i ts loqical-  - inpl  icat ion;  the Futune is

seen as a pr-octnssive cont inuat ion of  the Present,  What Orwel l  says

is that  contnol  over the Past is even more impontant than control

over the Pnesent.  Fon the Past is that  endfess sour-ce of  insioht

in al tennat ives,  i t  was once I ike that ,  hence at  least  some oF i t

r -aw
mi-F+ -nns !s AnC History is that .mateniaf  out  of  whichr  L" "  _"1

ident i ty is Forged, th is is the r-eason why loss oF memony is so

thr-eatening to the indiv iduai- .  And this is the neason why i t  is

a majon task of  Afr ican peoples,  American indians, women everywhene
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and others to f incj  their  History,  chal lenging history as;  wni t ten

iry whi te colon Lzer and by men to legi t imize their  supr-emacy. t rTel l

me who you wer-e and I  shal l  te l l  you who you anetr  is  not the whole

truth but a good pant oF the truth.

The mini t ruth,  Ministr-y of  Tnuth,  meaning of  d is infor-

mat ion,  destroys and changes and creates the gou1*cde on which hi-

stor- ians work.  Nowhene, nowhene is what we might caf l  the t rue

sor rr- f req awa j  I  - r -  1-  +L-.  end thein successor-s.  F inst  ^-^-^.r  -h.{rdufE'  Lt tEy -  d l lu Ll  lEaI SL]UUUJJU| J,  I  f r  
-ut  

=)eUUIlL. . ;  i l l lL l

so on gener 'at ion of  forger ies -  have disappeared in the Memory Hole.

r-  " ' - rse than being without a histony: these people l ive inI r  I  q =Et t=g YYU

= Fnnror{  Fr i  e+. , - - -or-y,  and even wonse, they do not know i t .  One of  the

mnqf tn ic l - r inn scenes in the book is W|nston's expecl  i t ion to the

nnnl  eq -  r r - l -  Fon SeX but i  n Seaf-Ch oF f i  i5 l f  nnrr  Fnr l  i  nn +F- -+ +r- . - . ,
Hr 

urg: ,  u rr  
'  -eqr 

er I  ur  r  r r -  uut  y,  tJ rul t  t l j  Lt  rdL ut  tEy |v,et  -

ceive i t  r -ather d imly,  there are ql  impses thr-ough the m ist ,  but

not enough to form anything l ike a c lear image. And what is mor 'e:

soon the last  carr- iers of  some neal  memonv wi l l  be dead

:3ut,  does this not ai -so apply to us? Are we not cre-

at jnn and ner:neat inn hiqtnnw al I  the t i rn^ : - - -  aq the tni r rmnhautr  r :  qr  ru I  ue,  Equrr  r l j  I  r I -bur y arr  ur  rE uf  i l tE,  =ui l tEUf, l i lE= q- ut  tE ut  ru i l r lJ l

of Westenn civ i l izat ion,  then as a jumpy walk through the StuFengang,

+r-^ -+-^--  nF Karf  Merx Ipr imit ive communism-slaveny-feudal ism-ur rE 5 uq!JE- ul

n-^ i  +-1 ;  - -  - -=L af  ism-communism ]  ,  then as stages oF econorn i  c gr-owthUdPT UOJ I=I I I -=U\

with take-ofF and mass consumption Iarrd pt^esumably no crash landing].

True. But we try to preserve the sounces -  a major-  impl icat ion of

OrweI l  should be increased funding of  I ibrar ies,  ar-chives,  museums!

Fl  eady f  or  use by the next ef f  ont  to rewr- i te histony.

Method No. ? goes even deepen: manipulat ion oF the

lanquage i tsel f ,  the creat ion oF Newspeak. I f  you have t ime For

-- !L:--  -1-^ read at  least  the appendix to Orwef l_ts book, his mas-r ruLrt f , r rg EI=8,

tenlrr  Fqqa\/  nrr  total i tanian l ingu- lst ics.  To the extent that  Ianguage

is the mother of  thought control-  of  the language is the t rontrol  oF

fhe r_Frn,  rnFr i  El iminate words I ike just ice,  , 'noral i ty,  democracy and
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certain thoughtscan only 
-e 

thouqht wi th great diFFj .cuI ty.  f  would

I ike to use an example Fnom own expenience: the diFference between

inequal i ty [much di f ference between nich and .  pnon ]  and inequi ty

[ that  the r ich ane r ich because the poor are poor,  and vice vensaj

in other words that thene is exp]oi tat ion] .  In England one discusses

with ease how inequi ty genenates inequal i ty,  how the wel-Fane state

m=rr 
-nnrJ, , -F 

mer-e equal i tyIor-  ]_ess inequal i ty]  but  on top oF enon-FJlvggvv

hn'  'E i  non. i  +- ' , .  Fon i rnstance, wonkers may take out only r  saV ,  one
pnoduce

tenth oF the velue they as salar-y and have l i t t le or na say over

the nest,  About th is one can have many vi-ews and pnoposal_s.  But

{-Fra nnnFrl  am i1^1 the United States is that  the pnoblem is of  ten not

even undenstood Decause "-*ploi tat iont t  mean€ something I ike t tmaking

use of t r  -  fon instance oi l  deposi ts -  and trequi tyt t  is  a banking

ter-m, SimiIanIy,  fndo-Eunopean Ianguages are good for precise,

I inean, analyt ical  th inking and Chinese/Japanese much betten for

doubl-e meanings, doubts,  the f leet ing and Flowing -  a r-eason why

many Japanese put in a perhaps/viel le icht /peut-Etne when they talk

European Ianguages. Change the language and you change not only

what can be thought but afso how one thinks about everything,

Method No. 3 adds to th is the contnof of  the deeoer-

layens oF the human being, the pensonal i ty.  Again the impl icat ion

is ter-r ib1e. We have assumed that even undeF tota. l - i tanian condi t iore

the personal i ty remains untcuched iF the person only keeps his/her

+r-^ '  '^r- '+-  ^ personal  secret ,  d r igr-at ion into the inside, wi thur ruql j r  I  u= q= a

secr-et  exchanges with othens when nobody watches. The highen the

hreeeln€ Fnnm the OUtside the nicher inner I i fe,  the mg1-.e bnUtal

macr-o society,  the mor 'e comFont ing,  sol  idany, rUtual  a id on ientedthe

micro society of  fami ly and fr iends. Nazi  occupat ion pr-oduced enor-

mous sol idani ty and great Fr iendships and much inner r ichness, l ike

in a pr isoner who has only one source oF mobi l i ty  IeFt,  that  of  h is

own imaginat ion and conjur-es up the mostviv id images, more colonFul

the greyen the pTison cel1,
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Orwel- I  shows how this can al l  be destnoved. A11

t i rose sma. l  I  deFensive uni  ts,  the h idden beta soc iety of  any soc ia]

-+^, , - \+, 'h-  ^^F l . rnr  r f= l  l r r  n ienr- ]er j  hrr  qniaq FniendeFrin5trLJUtLl | ._e;  d[--  L l  u uq] rJ prL.  -*-  *J , , rS I  mganlnq

sof idani ty also in bad weathen, ro longer exist .  Humour disappeans

a
togethen with waFmth. PoI i t ical  joke{ become{ impossibl-e,  selF-

hFn+6r+ i  
-h 

+F.nough i rony is no longen thene when there is nobody toH. -  
ee-

shar-e i t  wi th.  The f ine t issues oF societv are cut .  the regj t  is

i  r {  i  n+ r 'n in l -a and schools in hatred of  those who are di f  Ferent.

So, FreFe is the pictune: r-obots wi th some anatomical

t - ,  ,*-^ +h-. :  +-, ,u ' rd,r  u,  caLb, despenately fn ightened, depr ived oF thein own history,

rro-n i  ' ,or i  aF +hein own language, depnived oF personal  i ty  -  meaning

that nich netwonk oF images and emot ions, stretching out to othen

people ani  to th ings, touching the personal i t ies oF others,  some-

t imes in a last ing way cal-  l -ed f  r iendsh ip,  somet imes as a l  igntning

cal led love -  somet imes both.  What is leFt? 19A4.

But th is i :

of  months!  And st i l l  we

L9=4r and we fr=rze al  ne=r l r r  €urv ived zt  coupl-e' I

have a fa i r  amount oF history,  language

anci  pensonal i ty anound, enough to give would-be total i tanians consi-

denable head-aches! Tnue, but Iet  us nonetheless ask the quest ions

that bothen us,  not so much whethen or-  whene this exists today, but

how i t  might come into being? What woul-d be the scenanio for  the

society Orwel l  depicts -  and are thene any signs t t rat  we ane on the

way?
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Of course there are s igns of  adv/anced

total i tar ianism around. The world i tserf  is  a three
I

t ier  society of  the type ment ioned: vast  masses of  desperatef4z poor and

dependent people,  a middle layer of  governments busy making their  countr i

es strong and modern, developing el i tes and countr ies rather than people,

and behind i t  a l l  a hidden " inner party" of  experts,  technocrats and

partocrats,  on top of  ru l ingtechnocracy and rul ing party respect ively,

pushing administrators and pol i - t .c ians in f ront .  BUt i t  is  a1l  vast  and

relat ively amorphous, not near ly so coherent,  so crystal l ized as in

Orwel l 's  dystopia.  And many societ ies are l ike th is,  wi th a party up

front and the inner party back stagerbut not wi th the same means of

control .  Ef for ts at  h istory rewri t ing are also relat ively amateur ish

compared with Orwel1,  even when Stal in was removing Trotsky (and people

after Stal in t r ied to remove Stal in,  and made an extra long art ic le

about the Ber ing strai t  in the Soviet  Encyclopedia to get r id of  h id

hated and feared secur i ty boss, Ber i jat .  or  -  when Deng xiaopeng was

suddenly no longer "renegade and scab".  But these are crude and easi ly

uncovered smal l  t i icks.

Much worse j -s what happens t$rngurg" in the
i-

sense of  l inguist ic competence in a society feeding people pictures

anl r r  i  n l -arrr lvlLLr,  -*pted by pol i t ical  ahd economic propaganda (s logans and

commercials)  so stupid th"+h$*uch about the contempt their  authors

have for people in general .  fnterrupted: what ef fect  does i t  have

on people when no train of  thought r  Do seguence with some logic bui l t

in lo i t  can last  more than three minutes before a new interrupt ion?
l -

h.ttGu
And athe language where real*  competence is develpped is to ta lk wi th

computers,  appropr iately cal led BASfC (among others) ? Is i t  not  to be

expected that th is wi l l  compete wi th l ive languages and together wi th

al- I  the photos and f i lms reduce Engl ish to Basic Engl ish and so on with

other Ianguages?
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al l  those f ine t i -ssues referred to

smal l  groups --  when society becomes

so mobi le that  p.on3. become shal low in their  interhuman competen"",Uhf0

l | -t I  a* your f r iend" means " I  am now act ing as i f  f  am your f r iend, the

way f  read about 1n some old-fashioned books" and " I  love you" means

"I  am playing the ! ! I  love you" game'r  - -  in ei ther case because i t  may

qer\ro m\/  inforests? Does this not mean shal low people,  wi th l i t t le

to mobi l ize as defense against  tohl i tar j -anism, wi th l i t t le to of fer

in terms of  ident i ty,  new ideas, strong personal i t ies?

I feel  that  Orwel l  saw much of  th is;  he might

have seen more today" Cursiously enough, he might have come to thA

conclusion that a repressive country l ike the Soviet  Un<bon fosters q

tremendous search for ident i ty and interest  in genuine history,

I ,
apinguist ic delDght more than ever,  and that inner warmth; whereas the
f

countr ies of  the West,  those sometimes reQpred to as the countr ies

of "repressive to lerance",  are navig 'at ing in unchqrted waters,  unguided

by any sense of  h istory,  by a set  of  technocrats ta lk ing some unintel l i -

g ib le l ingop and not exact ly exuding inner warmth. But be that as i t

i lay,  th is is not a maich in pol i t icat  mu&sl ingi-ng, t ry ing to glue the

Orwel l  st icker on anybody just  because he is around.
3.  Orwel l ian society and nuclear wan

Rather,  let  me conclude with some remarks on what

could br ing Orwel l 's  society into being.OrwelI  is  on purpose vague:

some type of  d isaster,  sonething terr ib le that  b lurs the col lect ive

and indiv iduat memon$. He seems to th ink of  some horr ib le war and

revolut ionary upheaval"  So, let  me try to complete Orwel l  who wrote

his book in 1948 when only two nuclear bombs had hi t :  ,A-Ig*qle_ac-*bo.tp-

c_ggt.  Which would create a society of  deserately depe ndent people,

i
for  just  about everything. Rule{ by parto/ technocrats,  themselves
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terr i f ied by the inner party st i l l  in bunkers af ter  the war,  sel f -

suf f ic ient ,  wi th storage and reserves for decades, generat ions.  With

hiqrarrz araca' f  Sy the holocaust i tsel f  no museums, no archives and

no (what horror for  an author!)  no l ibrar ies where the books of  the

past are stored. With language reduced to the most basic to survive.

With people leading subnormal l ives,  h i t  by radiat ion,  fear ing,  feel ing

the grpwth of  cancers and the damage through the whole system of repro-

duct ion,  not knowing what k ind of  monsters they wi l l  g ive bir th to.

orwel l  was a genius.  As futur ist  he is wi thout equars.

His tool  was a novel  which permit ted him to depict  total i t ies,  not  only

some l i t t le t rend whiuh some l i t t l -e research bureaucrat  can draw into

t -ho f r r f r r ra i 'Lrrs !qLu!s,  
- ided 

by his equal ly unthinking computer.  He saw total i t ies;

and they were total i - tar lan.  OnIy one thing did he -  in my view -  miss:

that  today the mi l i tary systems and the moves towards wars of  the most

devastat ing k ind are even more dangerous than the total i tar ian machine-

r ies taking shape in our midst ,  in the form of author ibar ian societ ies

and excessive gadgetry in the hands of  the System. So, let  us be grate-

ful  for  th is prohet of  doom --  add do our best lest  h is prophecy should

one day come true.


